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25th Anniversary Celebration

Gala Night
Six o’clock on a beautiful fall evening. The guests were lined up at the door, dressed in their best. Inside, the team was making one final check on all the details they have been planning for months. The big day had finally arrived.

The excited guests filed past the registration table and into the foyer, where a display of hors d’oeuvres awaited them. The cheerful hum of cocktail hour was soon broken by the startling clang of a brass handbell. An imposing figure from another era urged everyone to take their seats in the softly-lit dining room. The Town Crier, Daniel Richer dit La Flêche, resplendent in his tricorn hat and buckled shoes, strode to the front of the hall. “Oyez! Oyez! Oyez!” the traditional cry rang out. A hush fell over the room.
“WHEREAS,” he cried, “the discipline of Project Management supports endeavours of all kinds around the world; and 
“WHEREAS, well-managed projects contribute to the success, growth, and advancement of our community; and

“WHEREAS, Project Managers in the Ottawa Valley and Outaouais area are to be acknowledged for their accomplishments and their dedication to helping each other towards excellence in project management; and

“WHEREAS, in 2010, the Ottawa Valley Outaouais Chapter of the Project Management Institute is celebrating its 25th Anniversary as one of the Institute’s leading chapters; 

“THEREFORE, I, Larry O’Brien, Mayor of the City of Ottawa, do hereby proclaim November 10, 2010 as Project Management Day in the City of Ottawa, and call upon all citizens to celebrate this day.”

With that noble proclamation, PMI OVOC’s 25th Anniversary Gala began. Nearly 170 members and guests enjoyed an evening of seeing old friends and making new ones, reminiscing and looking ahead, filled with nourishment for both body and mind. Included in that number were five Chapter Past Presidents: Mark Hiltz, Guy Millaire, Eric Uyttewaal, Anna-Carolle Bougie, and Terri Cheeseman.
The evening’s program, led by Master of Ceremonies and Director of Programs Yvan Bastien, was full of surprises. Chapter President Derek Hughes led off with a warm welcome to all, gracious thanks to the sponsors and project team, and thoughtful comments on the chapter’s successes to date. He introduced Jorge Gelabert, our PMI Regional Mentor and special guest.
Lily Murariu, our Director of Professional Development and Board sponsor of the 25th Anniversary celebrations, followed to announce the chapter’s very special anniversary gifts. The chapter’s Board had decided, not to receive gifts on our anniversary, but to give them. Scholarships have been arranged for deserving students at Ottawa University, Algonquin College, and La Cité collégiale, to reward and encourage excellence in project management studies. The winner of the La Cité collegial scholarship, Julie Labrosse Bailey, had been presented with her award early in November at the college’s awards night. Julie was in attendance at the Gala, accompanied by her proud mother Louise Labrosse. Scholarship recipients at Algonquin College and Ottawa University are to be selected by their schools during the coming months.
Lily and Derek then shared the happy task of announcing and presenting the 25th Anniversary Awards and Honourable Mention certificates to “the best of the best” – chapter members who had been nominated by their fellows and selected by our panel of judges to be honoured for outstanding contributions to the chapter. A number of these very special chapter members were nominated in more than one category.

The award winners are: PMI Builder – Mark Hiltz; PMI Leader – Anna-Carolle Bougie; PMI Loyal Member – Carl Hepworth; PMI Special Volunteer – Sharon Burke; and PMI Educator – Lazarus Slater. 

Honourable Mention certificates went to: Abdallah Abi-Aad, Yvan Bastien, Anna-Carolle Bougie, Terri Cheeseman, Renée Cormier, Marc Gregory, Mark Hiltz, Karen Kobierski, Denis Lenard, Lily Murariu, Linda Norton, Jennifer Read, and Selma Tennenhouse.
Mark Hiltz, a former Chapter President (and holder of a number of other Board and volunteer positions), regaled us with reminiscences of the chapter’s early years and the very first Symposium.

Door prize announcements, photo opportunities, and music – not to mention a delicious multi-course dinner served at candle-lit tables decorated with PMI-blue flowers and linens – added to the glamour of the proceedings.

What would a PMI event be without an educational component? Peter Monkhouse, PMI Global Director, came to town to enlighten us on the subject of “The Value of Project Management”. His presentation used examples of successful projects to reawaken our pride in the contributions that project management makes to our businesses and our community.
With the conclusion of Peter`s remarks, the formal, sitting-down part of the evening came to an end and the dancing began. One more surprise remained – the decadent dessert buffet, with a chocolate fountain as its centrepiece. Among the many enthusiastic party-goers and chocolate lovers, the happiest people on the dance floor were without question the project team members, finally able to relax and enjoy the results of their efforts. 

Happy 25th, PMI OVOC! Let’s all look forward to another quarter-century as the World's Leading Chapter for Project Management Professionals.
Selma Tennenhouse

Project Manager

25th Anniversary Celebration 
Questions? Please contact the 25th Anniversary Project Team at 25thAnniversary@pmiovoc.org .
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